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Cadangan elak

banijir di ljok

SAUDARA PENGARANG,

SETIAP kali hujan lebat, beberapa kawasan di

ljok, Kuala Selangor dilanda banjir terutama di

laluan berhampiran Sungai Buloh melibatkan
Kampung Seri Sentosa, Kampung Seri Aman,
Kampung ljok dan Kampung Parit Mahang.

Ini kerana wujud aliran air dari Kuala

Lumpur, Kepong, Kampung Paya Jaras Hulu,

Kampung Paya Jaras Hilir dan Kampung
Sempak yang menjadi antara punca
berlakunya banjir.

Oleh itu, saya ingin memberi beberapa
cadangan kepada pihak berkuasa dalam
mengatasi masalah tersebut yang sudah
berlanjutan sejak sekian lama.

Ini termasuk membina kolam tadahan bagi
menampung aliran air sungai yang banyak
dan mendalamkan anak-anak sungai yang

mengalir ke Sungai Buloh.

Selain itu, pembersihan anak sungai perlu
dilakukan supaya tiada sampah, ranting kayu
atau daun kering serta membersihkan parit
agar memudahkan pengaliran air ke Sungai

Buloh.

Dalam menjayakan perkara itu, peruntukan

khusus perlu diberikan kepada Jabatan

Pengairan dan Saliran (JPS) Kuala Selangor

agar kerja-kerja penambahbaikan dapat
dilakukan segera.

Semoga cadangan ini dapat membantu
pihak berkuasa menangani masalah banjir di

kawasan berkenaan-

“ARMIZI MOHD. ATAN
Klang, Selangor

ANGGOTA Angkatan Pertahanan Awam (APM)
h Kuala Sel aure iy

penduduk yang
November 2020. - UTUSAN

8 rumah
dilanda banjir di sekitar ljok pada
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Bantuan peralatan sekolah
PRIHATIN dengan bebanan ibu Pada majlis penyerahan
bapa berpendapatan rendah, sumbangan, Pengerusi Federal
Federal Power Holdings Sdn. Power Holdings Sdn. Bhd., Datuk
Bhd. membantu para pelajar Seri Hisham Abdul Wahab hadir
melalui sumbangan peralatan menyampaikan bantuan sambil
sekolah untuk sesi pembukaan diiringi Guru Penolong Kanan
persekolahan tidak lama lagi. Kokurikulum Pra Sekolah JAIS

Sumbangan berkenaan Daerah Kuala Langat, Haizan

diberikan kepada 80 pelajar pra Nazuha Mohd. Tarmizi.
sekolah Jabatan Agama Islam

Selangor (JAIS) Daerah Kuala ® HISHAM Abdul Wahab
Langat di Jenjarom, Banting, (tengah) menyerahkan bantuan
Selangor. peralatan sekolah kepada pelajar
Ramai ibu bapa terjejas pra sekolah Jabatan Agama
pendapatan akibat pandemik Islam Selangor (JAIS) Daerah
Covid-19, sekali gus mampu Kuala Langat di Jenjarom,
memberi kelegaan jika ada Banting, Selangor, baru-baru ini. -

bantuan seumpama itu. UTUSAN/FAISOL MUSTAFA
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UMUM membuat ujian calitan Covid-19 di BP Healthcare cawangan OUG di ibu kota bagi mencegah penularan wabak koronavirus.

9 lagi kematian

2,433 kes jangkitan dilaporkan, Selangor tertinggi

Oleh Raja Noraina Raja
Rahim

rnoraina@hme-
tro.com.my

Kuala Lumpur

es jangkitan baharu
K(Z(wid-lt) terus men-
catatkan empat ang-

ka apabila 2,433 kes dila-
porkan semalam dengan
sembilan kematian.

Ketua Pengarah Kesiha-
tan, Tan Sri Dr Noor Hisham
Abdullah berkata, jumlah
keseluruhan kes positif Co-
vid-19 di Malaysia mening-
kat kepada 135,992 kes dan

kebolehjangkitan pula 27,332
kes.

“Selangor melaporkan kes
harian baharu tertinggi iai-
tu 730 kes (30.0 peratus).
Daripada jumlah itu, 510 kes
daripada kluster dan sari-
ngan kontak rapat Covid-19
yang aktif dijalankan di la-
pangan.

“Ini diikuti Sabah 4073 kes
(16.6 peratus) dan Johor 321
kes (13.2 peratus).

“Sebanyak 86 kes (3.5 pe-
ratus) dilaporkan berkaitan
kluster di lokap, depot ta-
hanan imigresen dan pen-
jara membabitkan Kluster
Penjara Jalan Harapan (79

kes), Kluster Pagar Siput (3
kes), Kluster Penjara Sebe-
rang Perai (3 kes) dan Klus-
ter Tembok Choh (1 kes),”
katanya dalam satu kenya-
taan media, semalam.

Dr Noor Hisham berkata,
Kementerian Kesihatan Ma-
laysia (KKM) merekodkan
bilangan kes sembuh Co-
vid-19 1,277 kes menjadikan
jumlah kumulatif kes pulih
108,109 kes.

Tambah beliau, terdapat
171 kes positif Covid-19 di-
rawat di Unit Rawatan Rapi
(ICU) dengan 76 kes me-
merlukan bantuan pernafa-
san.

Selain itu, katanya, ter-
dapat pertambahan sem-
bilan kematian semalam
menjadikan jumlah ku-
mulatif kes kematian 551
kes.

“Lima kes dilaporkan di
Selangor iaitu empat lelaki
dan seorang wanita berusia
antara 51 hingga 78 tahun.

“Tiga kematian dilapor-
kan di Kuala Lumpur mem-
babitkan wanita berusia 94
tahun dan dua lelaki bukan
warganegara berusia 37 ser-
ta 60 tahun. Manakala satu
kematian di Sabah memba-
bitkan wanita berusia 83 ta-
hun,” katanya.
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Sebuah kilang pembuatan berasaskan bahan kimia dikesan mencemari sungai

buang malam minggu

Sisa. indstri di

ST

SISA kimia dialirkan ke longkang oleh pengurusan sebuah kilang di Shah
+ Alam malam kelmarin.

Oleh MOHD. YUNUS YAKKUB

SHAH ALAM - Pembuangan
sisa industri terus berlaku pada
malam minggu apabila yang

terbaharu, sebuah kilang pem-
buatan berasaskan bahan kimia
dikesan berbuat demikian di
daerah ini malam kelmarin.
Dalam kejadian kira-kira pukul
10.30 malam itu, perbuatan
kilang yang telah beroperasi se-
jak enam tahun lalu itu terbong-
kar hasil pemeriksaan Jabatan
Alam Sekitar (JAS) Selangor.
Pengarahnya, Nor Aziah
Jaafar berkata, trend itu semakin
menjadi-jadi sebagai jalan mu-
dah bagi membuang sisa industri
tanpa rawatan sewajarnya.
Katanya, pihak JAS juga men-
dapati rekod jumlah aduan
pencemaran yang diterima ada-
lah lebih tinggi berlaku pada hari
cuti dan hujung minggu.
“Siasatan mendapati, kilang
terbabit melepaskan efluen se-
cara pintasan ke longkang awam
yang boleh mengalir sehingga ke
Sungai Klang, seterusnya mence-
markan sungai berkenaan.

“Notis Penahanan Operasi
Kelengkapan (POK) di bawah
Seksyen 38(1)(a) Akta Kualiti

PEGAWAI JAS Selangor mengeluarkan notis POK kepada sebuah kilang di
Shah Alam malam kelmarin.

Alam Sekeliling, 1974 telah dike-
luarkan bagi memastikan tinda-
kan pembaikan diambil segera
oleh pihak kilang,” katanya ketika
dihubungi semalam.

Beliau menambah, hasil sia-
satan mendapati kilang terse-
but pernah dikesan melakukan
pencemaran dua tahun lalu.

Nor Aziah berkata, fokus pe-
mantauan dilakukan meliputi
premis-premis kilang di bebera-
pa kawasan perindustrian di
Shah Alam, Bestari Jaya, Seme-
nyih, Sepang dan Kuala Langat
yang pernah diadu melakukan

pencemaran.

“Kita memberikan amaran te-
gas kepada pihak industri supaya
tidak sewenang-wenangnya me-
lepaskan sisa pencemaran bagi
mengelakkan sebarang pence-
maran alam sekitar,” jelasnya.

Kosmo! pada 31 Disember
lalu melaporkan tindakan se-
buah kilang makanan mengam-
bil kesempatan melepaskan sisa
pemprosesan terus ke longkang
awam ketika hujung minggu ter-
bongkar selepas dikesan pihak
berkuasa di sekitar daerah ini
pada 27 Disember lalu.
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@ Kuala Langat Municipal Council
(MPKL) is holding a public exhibition on
its amended draft local plan at its
headquarter’s lobby until Jan 29 from
9am to 4pm. ,

® MPKL has closed the flea market in
Jalan Sentosa, Banting until further
notice due to Covid-19 pandemic.

@ All public parks under Selayang
Municipal Council only allow individual
sporting activities. All exercise
equipment are off limits.

® Traders in Selayang can apply for
licence and permits online via the
elLesen portal at https:/elesen.mps.gov.
my/e-lesen

® Subang Jaya City Council is calling
for nominations for Anugerah Subang
Jaya Gemilang Bersama (ASJGB).
Submission closes Feb 28. Participation
is free and open to all government and
private agencies, education institutions
and the public in the municipality. For
details and registration, visit www.mbs;j.
gov.my or portal.mbsj.gov.my/ms/
node/1864
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By SHALINI RAVINDRAN
shaliniravindran@thestar.com.my

THERE was an almost 40% drop in
the number of dengue cases in
2020 compared to the previous
year, says Selangor Health
Department director Datuk Dr
Sha'ari Ngadiman.

He said Selangor recorded
44,635 dengue cases last year com-
pared to 72,543 in 2019.

“The districts with the highest
number of cases were Petaling
with 15,518 cases or 34.8% of the
total, Hulu Langat with 9,842
(229%), Klang at 6,960 (15.6%),
Gombak 6,642 (14.8%) and Sepang
2,400 (5.37%).

“There were 37 dengue-related

0% drop in dengue cases

Selangor also sees fewer deaths in 2020 compared to previous year

2020. After a spike between week
25 and 30, there were increased
reminders and efforts made by
related agencies to reach out to the
people,” she said.

Assoc Prof Hidayatul added that
these efforts were helped by com-
munity-led initiatives to eradicate
Aedes mosquitoes.

“The Combi teams
(C ication for Behavioural

deaths last year compared to 56
cases in 2019,” he said in a state-
ment.

Despite the drop, Dr Sha’ari
reminded the public not to be com-
placent and continue to take pre-
cautions.

“Ensure that your surroundings
are clean so that Aedes mosquitoes
cannot breed.

“Spend 10 minutes each week to
ensure that there is no stagnant
water and sprinkle Abate where
needed,” he said.

When contacted, Universiti

d

gy and entomology expert Assoc
Prof Dr Hidayatul Fathi Othman
said increased awareness of the
dengue threat could be one of the
factors contributing to the reduc-
tion.

“Cases have been steadily
decreasing since the 32nd week of

Impact) were actively taking
charge of the situation in their
respective communities as they
know that government agency staff
are shorthanded,” she said.

She added that managing den-
gue required a coordinated effort
and that the search-and-destroy
method against mosquito breeding  Assoc Prof Hidayatul says commu-
grounds was still the main preven-  nity efforts played a huge role in

tive action. g reducing the number of dengue
Despite the reduction in the cases in Selangor last year.

number of cases, Selangor still

topped the list compared to other

states nationwide. highest number with 11,622 cases
Based on Health Ministry data and 43 deaths.

between Dec 27, 2019 and Jan 2, Kuala Lumpur and Putrajaya

2021, Malaysia recorded a total of recorded 10,631 cases, followed by
90,304 dengue cases, a decrease of  Sabah (4,078), Kelantan (3,889),
30.6% (39,797 cases) from the pre- Pahang (3,220), Negri Sembilan

vious year. (2,891), Melaka (2,843), Perak
There were 145 deaths in 2020, (2,665), Sarawak (1,516), Penang
compared to 182 in 2019. (1,043), Kedah (780), Terengganu Sepang Municipal Council personnel using larvicide to kill Aedes

Johor is the state with the second  (404) and Perlis (80). mosquitoes. — Filepic
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MSU senior
vice-president
Datuk Rosli
Yusof (right)
handing over a
mock cheque of

RM15,000 to
s Azizul (left)
SCHOOL OF HOSPITALI witnessed by
CREATIVE ARTS Prof Mohd
YAYASAN MSU Shukri

GIT

\WYSIA

(centre), Haris
(second from

left) and Azrul
Shah.

Tie-up features virtual tour of
Shah Alam’s popular sites

STUDENTS at the Management
and Science University’s (MSU)
School of Hospitality and Creative
Arts (SHCA) collaborated with
Shah Alam City Council (MBSA)
and Tourism Selangor to provide a
virtual experience of Shah Alam’s
interesting tourist attractions.

MSU president Prof Tan Sri Dr
Mohd Shukri Abdul Yajid said the
Heritage Walk: Virtual Edition
2021 was a smart partnership
where students worked together
with MBSA and Tourism Selangor
to create cultural awareness and
promote 17 iconic tourist sites in
Shah Alam.

Prof Shukri launched the
Heritage Walk: Virtual Edition
2021 in the presence of Shah Alam

mayor Datuk Haris Kasim, MSU
SHCA Dean Azizul Jamaludin and
Tourism Selangor general manager
Azrul Shah Mohamad at the uni-
versity in Section 13, Shah Alam.

Prof Shukri said virtual tourism
was not well received prior to the
Covid-19 pandemic.

“Now, we have people turning to
virtual tourism as a result of lock-
downs, quarantines and self-isola-
tion.

“The combination of multime-
dia, such as narration, music,
sound and images gives an immer-
sive experience to virtual tourists
who will come to appreciate the
iconic sites of Shah Alam,” he
added.

He said among the sites in the

virtual tour were Sultan Alam
Shah Museum, Sultan Salahuddin
Abdul Aziz Shah Mosque, Sultan
Salahuddin Abdul Aziz Shah
Building, Shah Alam Royal
Mausoleum, Raja Tun Uda Public
Library, Gallery Shah Alam, Shah
Alam Royal Theatre, Shah Alam
City Council and Shah Alam
Botanical Gardens.

Prof Shukri said the virtual tour-
ism programme would help people
discover destinations in Shah Alam
and equip students with marketing |
tools that could be applied once
the pandemic was contained.

At the event, SHCA handed a
mock cheque of RM15,000 to MSU
Foundation. — By EDWARD
RAJENDRA
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Two ministers quarantined

Redzuan and Saifuddin self-isolating after sitting next to Tok Pa

By ZAKIAH KOYA, MARTIN
CARVALHO, HEMANANTHANI
SIVANANDAM and JO
TIMBUONG
newsdesk@thestar.com.my

PETALING JAYA: At least two min-
isters are now self-isolating after
they sat next to Datuk Seri Mustapa
Mohamed, who tested positive for
Covid-19, during a meeting in
Putrajaya on Jan 6.

Also ordered to undergo testing
are Parti Pribumi Bersatu Malaysia
leaders who attended a party meet-
ing with Mustapa on the same day.

Minister in the Prime Minister’s
Department Datuk Seri Mohd Red-
zuan Md Yusof and Communica-
tions and Multimedia Minister
Datuk Saifuddin Abdullah con-
firmed they had been identified
as close contacts and were now in
isolation as a precautionary meas-
ure.

“Throughout the Cabinet meet-
ing, there was no physical contact.
We were not only physically dis-
tanced but there was also a screen
between us. Also, we were all wear-
ing masks.

“However, as an identified close
contact, I will undergo a swab test
as well as remain in isolation as
directed,” said Mohd Redzuan.

During the meeting, ministers
said Prime Minister Tan Sri
Muhyiddin Yassin was seated about

Staying away: (From left) Mustapa, Redzuan and Saifuddin.

seven chairs away - about 7m -
from Mustapa.

Saifuddin said while he had not
experienced any symptoms, he was
monitoring himself under home
surveillance order (HSO).

He said he would also be under-
going a swab test and would remain
in isolation until given full clear-
ance by the Health Ministry during
a second screening.

Mustapa, the Minister in the
Prime Minister’s Department, con-
firmed- in a statement yesterday
that he had tested positive for
Covid-19 on Saturday.

He was tested as soon as he
reached Kota Baru on the morning
of the same day.

Mustapa, who had tested nega-
tive in an earlier screening on Jan 1,

is reported to be in stable condition
at Hospital Raja Perempuan Zainab
Il in Kota Baru.

“All his close contacts from Jan 1
to 9 are advised to undergo screen-
ing as soon as possible. He has apol-
ogised for the inconvenience
caused,” said his office.

Religious Affairs Minister Datuk
Seri Dr Zulkifli Mohamad Al-Bakri
had in early October also tested
positive for Covid-19 after travelling
to Sabah.

This led to those in close contact
with him, including Cabinet minis-
ters and Muhyiddin, to undergo
health screening and self-quaran-
tine.

Meanwhile, Bersatu leaders, who
attended its supreme leadership
council meeting on Jan 6 with

Mustapa, were ordered to undergo
Covid-19 tests immediately.

Its information chief Wan Saiful
Wan Jan said Mustapa had attended
the meeting, which was conducted
according to SOP.

“However, as a preventive meas-
ure, all council members who
attended the meeting have been
ordered to take a Covid-19 test
immediately,” he said in a state-
ment on the party’s Whatapp group
yesterday.

Those involved would also have
to adhere to the required SOP issued
by the Health Ministry, he said.

Among those at the meeting were
Wan Saiful, party vice-president
Datuk Seri Dr Ronald Kiandee, sup-
reme council members Datuk Seri
Azmin Ali, Saifuddin and Redzuan.

Also present were Srikandi
(Women) chief Datuk Seri Rina
Mohd Harun, Armada (youth) chief
Wan Ahmad Fayshal Wan Ahmad
Kamal and Srikandi vice-chief
Datuk Mas Ermieyati Samsudin.

Azmin is the International Trade
and Industries Minister while Rina
is the Women, Family and Comm-
unity Development Minister.
Kiandee is the Agriculture and Food
Industries Minister.

The meeting, which was chaired
by Bersatu president Muhyiddin,
was held in light of calls by several
Umno divisions to withdraw sup-
port for Perikatan Nasional.
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Perak teacher wins Canada contest award

Muka Surat
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Perak teacher
wins Canada
contest award

A TEACHER from a Tamil school in
Pengkalan Hulu, Perak, has won a
special award for her essay at the
International Invention Innovation
Competition in Canada, Makkal
Osai reported.

She submitted an essay on inno-
vation, written in collaboration
with her father, who is also a school
teacher. They won a special com-
mittee award and a commendation
certificate. -

> Seven councillors being sworn
in to the Klang Municipal Council
took their oaths by reciting excerpts
from a volume of Tamil hymns

~written by a ninth century poet, the

same daily reported.

The set of hymns is considered
among the most important literary
works in Tamil.
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SECOND YEAR OF PANDEMIC

"WE NEED COVID-19 ADVISORY PANEL

It can address new
challenges that
require multisectoral,
transdisciplinary
action, say experts
THARANYA ARUMUGAM

KUALA LUMPUR
news@nst.com.my

ALAYSIA urgently

needs to form an in-

dependent Covid-19

Advisory Committee
to plug the gaps in virus detec-
tion, prevention and care, as the
pandemic enters its second year
with no signs of abating.

Health experts cautioned that
this year could present new chal-
lenges and changes, which would
require complex and coordinated
multisectoral, transdisciplinary
action to improve the country’s
Covid-19 response.

Drawing parallels with adviso-
ry committees established in the
United States and New Zealand,
the experts said such a panel of
local experts was crucial to aid
the authorities in coming up with

clear, holistic and effective mit-
igation measures.

Epidemiologist and biostatisti-
cian Associate Professor Dr Ma-
lina Osman said setting up an ad-
visory committee would be a pos-
itive development in pandemic
management.

She said it could ad-
dress blind spots of
current strategies, pro-
vide specific advice in
specific situations,
empower the commu-
nity, show transparen-
cy inthe government’s
approach to tackling
the virus, offer wider
options of the relevant
data analysis and im-
prove the trust deficit.

“The committee can
provide valuable in-
formation and feed-
back to enhance outbreak man-
agement, offer suggestions and
allow the relevant data to be anal-
ysed timely.

“Proper and specific platforms
for the discussion should be ar-

«ranged with the specific objec-

tives and related performance in-
dicators,” she told the New Straits

Times.
She said the committee should

Dr Jamal Hisham
Hashim

be made up of strong-minded lo-
cal public health experts from
academia, ministries and/or for-
mer Health Ministry personnel.

She said those in the National
Pharmaceutical Regulatory Agen-
cy, physicians and surgeons who
served as frontliners
(including those in
the private sector),
occupational safety
and health experts, in-
fectious diseases re-
searchers, mathemati-
cians, statisticians and
data modelling ex-
perts should be roped
in.

“There is a need to
have relevant stake-
holders share their
distinct views consis-
tently and continu-
ously in the country’s
battle against Covid-19.

“Currently, the Health Min-
istry, through specific platforms
and meetings, invites experts to
share their views, but sharing is
limited to the discussion dura-
tion and is usually done ad hoc.”

Universiti Selangor visiting pro-
fessor of environmental health Pro-
fessor Dr Jamal Hisham Hashim
said more could be done in pan-

demic assessment and control.

“The main clusters are the Sri
Petaling tabligh, Sabah election,
prison and workplace clusters.
Only the Sri Petaling cluster has
been well resolved.

“The other clusters from pris-
ons and workplaces are still high-
ly challenging.

“We have not come up with an
effective strategy to prevent fu-
ture outbursts from similar clus-
ters.”

He said data gathered on the
Covid-19 risk assessment, man-
agement and communication
had shown that the two main
contributors to the public’s ex-
posure to the virus were environ-
ment and behaviour, so these two
aspects should be beefed up.

“There are some aspects of the
pandemic control that are beyond
the Health Ministry's scope.

“Two of these are prisons and
workplaces, which come under
the Prison Department and Hu-
man Resources Ministry, respec-
tively.

“An advisory committee would
help us put together a multi-
pronged approach in assessing
and strategising our targeted ap-
proach towards Covid-19 control.”

Melaka Manipal Medical Col-

lege’s Community and Occupa-
tional Medicine Professor Dr G.
Jayakumar said the special com-
mittee should complement the
Health Ministry, especially in ad-
dressing issues particular to dif-
ferent states.

“We need to recognise that the
Health Ministry has been suc-
cessful in handling the pandem-
ic, but fatigue can set in and af-
fect the medical officials, espe-
cially the frontliners.

“An independent committee
will contribute to controlling the
further spread of Covid-19 by un-
derstanding and working holis-
tically with relevant agencies and
ministries.”

He said the committee would
need leadership from and collab-
oration between national and
state public health leaders, aca-
demicians, public health physi-
cians from professional bodies
like the Malaysian Medical Asso-
ciation and Academy of Medicine
Malaysia, as well as other experts.

Malaysian Public Health Physi-
cians Association president Datuk *
Dr Zainal Ariffin Omar said the
association was keen to be part of
the advisory committee should
the government agree to its for-
mation.
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